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regarded as the master spirit that created the Christian Church, and Paul whom 

many would install as the real author of the same is accordingly given only a second 

place. Altogether it may be said that Professor Toy has given us a most valuable con 

tribution to religious history and to the scientific interpretation of the same. poA. 

Pronaos to Holy Writ. Establishing, on Documentary Evidence, the Author 

ship, Date, Form, and Contents of each of its Books, and the Authenticity of 

the Pentateuch. By Isaac M. Wise. Cincinnati : Robert Clarke & Co. 1891. 

Rabbi Isaac Wise, the president of the Hebrew Union College of Cincinnati 

and the Nestor of Orthodox Judaism in America, presents in the " 
Pronaos to Holy 

Writ" a review of the Biblical books with comments as to th?ir authenticity and 

the times in which they were written. Having read these "books and every word 

thereof in the original for a term of sixty-six years, i. e. from boyhood up to his 

seventy-second birthday," and having 
" 

acquainted himself with all the ancient ver 

sions and commentaries and a large portion of the modern translations and com 

mentaries of the Bible," the author is entitled to be heard. Rabbi Wise is a stern 

monotheist and he declares : ' ' 
God only did create light out of darkness ; man can 

not produce truth out of fiction, unless in his self-delusion problematic truth satis 

fies him. All so-called gems of truth buried under the quicksand of fiction and de 

ception are problematic at best, if not supported by authoritative corroborants." 

This is true. All truth depends upon verification. We cannot make truth, but 

must find it, we must be able to corroborate it, and the corroborants of truth are 

its authority. Dr. Wise's idea of a corroborant is different from ours, he says : 
' ' 
No one can speak conscientiously of Bible truth before he knows that the Bible 

is true, and especially in its historical data." This seems to indicate that we must 

have a belief in the truth of the Bible before we investigate it and that moral 

truths, the ethics, the philosophy of the Bible depend upon its historical data. We 

cannot go so far with the author of the Pronaos. Dr. Wise says : "The science 

commonly called Modern Biblical Criticism, actually Negative Criticism which 

maintains on the strength of unscientific methods that the Pentateuch is not com 

posed of original Mosaic material, no Psalms are Davidian, no Proverbs Solomonic, 

the historical books are unhistorical, the prophecies were written post festum, there 

was no revelation, inspiration, or prophecy, must also maintain that the Bible is 

a compendium of pious or even impious frauds, wilful deceptions, unscrupulous 

misrepresentations." Dr. Wise thought it necessary to meet Negative Criticism 

with the documentary evidence and for this purpose he wrote his Pronaos, which 

is to be an entrance-hall to the Temple of Biblical Truth. We do not side with 

the negativism of certain biblical critics, for we believe that historical investiga 

tions have proved large portions of the Pentateuch to be Mosaic, several psalms to be 

Davidian, and the historical books to contain as much history as many old historical 

books contain. We believe that they have to be judged and searched and com 

mented just as much and in the same spirit of scientific inquiry as our philologists 
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treat Herodotus or Livy. But the value of the Bible, in our opinion, does not de 

pend upon the acceptance or rejection of these or those historical data ; nor is it 

necessary to consider the Hebrew prophets as special revelations of God, in contra 

distinction to the divine revelation in nature and the history of mankind in general. 

It may be true enough that the orthodox God-idea of Monotheism depends upon the 

belief in special revelation and prophecies, and it is also true that most of the Bib 

lical criticism has been destructive and negative. But there is a way possible be 

tween both standpoints which may be called positive criticism. This positive criti 

cism attempts to understand the very life and meaning of the old religion, it attempts 

to comprehend the belief of the orthodox and construe it in the terms of science? 

i. e. of rational and clear thought. Religion is certainly not a mere fraud or a vain 

illusion, it is an ideal which developed naturally out of certain needs of man and 

the conditions of society. That religious ideas, especially the idea of God as the 

cosmic power which represents the moral authority, are no mere fictions, is proved 

by their survival, and those who believe in evolution should not be blind to the fact 

that there is something good, something true, something well adapted to surround 

ings in religion. To find these elements of truth and goodness which constitute the 

life of religion is not mere negative criticism, but positive criticism, and it is not at 

all necessary for those who aspire in this direction, to believe in any historical 

data, or in special revelations, or in prophecies, or in the personality of God, but 

simply to trust in truth. Truth is the only way of salvation even though it may 

shatter the most sacred idols of a venerable orthodoxy. 

The contents of the book show that the standpoint of the author does not blind 

him to the finer traits of the natural development of his religion. So, for instance, 

Solomon's rationalism is excellently contrasted with the spirit which manifested it 

self in the Judges as well as the Prophets. The author of the Judges was an out 

spoken theocratic democrat. "He literally pours out his abhorrence of the mon 

archical anti-theocratic institution in narrating the story of the first usurper Abi 

melech, the son of Gideon. . . . Entirely different are the language and tendency of 

the two appendices, evidently written by another author, who evinces his animosity 

to the democratic form of government by saying four times : ' In those days there 

was no king in Israel, 
' 
to which he adds twice 

' 
every man did what seemed right 

in his sight' 
" 

(p. 46). "The Solomonic ethics is a commentary on the Mosaic 

ethics, as by reason understood. . . . Man's knowledge of ethical doctrine is iden 

tical with his knowledge of God's moral attributes, and all moral obligation has its 

root in the Mosaic God-idea. ..." According to Solomon- "wisdom based upon 

and rooted in the fear of Jehovah with the revealed material before them was all 

sufficient, without any further special oracles of any prophets. This peculiar ra 

tionalism brought upon him the ire of prophets and rabbis" (p. in). 

Some reviewers of Dr. Wise's book will probably find fault with him that he 

has taken little if any account of the results of modern biblical investigations. And 

this is a grievous fault in our times where it seems to be essential for a scholar and 
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author to have read the very latest things published on a subject while an acquaint 

ance with the views of the classical old authorities is considered unnecessary. It 

appears that Dr. Wise did not intend to present his views or criticisms of and 

his answers to the latest biblical investigations. It may even be that he is not 

familiar with many of them. Granting this to be a fault of his book it is, never 

theless, refreshing to us to find an author who has actually read and is excellently 

familiar with all the old sources of the subject he is writing upon. np?. 

The Foundations of Geometry. By Edward T. Dixon. Cambridge (Eng.) : 

Deighton, Bell & Co. 1891. 

This work is divided into three parts, the first containing such doctrines of psy 

chology and logic as the author deems sound and useful for his purposes, the second 

exhibiting the author's "subjective theory of geometry deduced from the two fun 
" 

damental concepts position and direction'" and the third " on the applicability of 

"the foregoing subjective geometry to the geometry of material space." 

In his preface the author expresses his desire that those who criticise his work 

shall " 
consider categorically 

" 
certain questions relating to his theory of definition, 

to the definitions and axioms prescribed by him, to his proofs of propositions and to 

the "objective applications 
" 

of his three axioms. 

Geometry may be studied for two distinct purposes, neither of which neces 

sarily involves the other. Unless the aim is mainly the discipline of the logical 

faculty, it is plainly a poor method of study to pore over the definitions, axioms, 

postulates, theorems, problems, and demonstrations of Euclid or any similar text 

book. Practical resources and geometrical information can be acquired much bet 

ter and more rapidly by a course of mechanical drawing with here and there a more 

or less loose explanation of the grounds and reasons that warrant the geometrical 

doctrines, than by means of the Euclidian course. Under such a method of instruc 

tion the student would rarely feel any real doubt as to the truth of his geometrical 

knowledge. 

But where the paramount aim is the training of the reason the Euclidian rigor 

is all important. Hence the perfection of that method by the discovery and certifi 

cation of the ultimate grounds on which, and the principles by which, it may be 

unfolded systematically and in necessary and sufficient sequence without presump 

tion or fallacy, is an object of the most momentous concern to science, to philosophy, 

and to culture in general. For it is well known that however good an account ele 

mentary geometry may give of its superstructure the reports given of its founda 

tions are all very far from satisfactory. 

Repeated and strenuous efforts have been made, and by the most competent of 

our race, to discover and certify the true state of* the case in respect to the geo 

metrical foundations, in order that the whole edifice of that science shall display 

throughout the same thoroughgoing necessity and sufficiency that distinguishes it in 

general. 
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